PRIMO  DE  RIVERA
left the country powerless to face up to the threats and
premonitory symptoms of the revolution to come.
In the year 1923 alone, three hundred and twenty
employers were assassinated in Catalonia. The Governor
of Barcelona and the Archbishop of Saragossa shared
the same fate.
These organized massacres called for punitive mea-
sures by the military which were carried out under the
leadership of General Martinez Anido, an energetic man
who unfortunately lacked the faculty of asserting his
authority. He restricted himself to a few reprisals, and
had not the nerve to put an end to a regime that was
rotten from top to bottom. The cause of the trouble
continued to exist.
Such was the position when, in September, 1923,
General Primo di Rivera, Captain-General of Catalonia,
in concurrence with other generals, Berenguer, Saro,
Dabana the Duke of Tetuan, the Marquis Gavalcanti
and the greater part of the army, decided to strike a
sudden blow.
From 1920 to 1923 Primo de Rivera at Valencia and
Barcelona had looked on at the progress of terrorism
and the growing apathy of the government. The assassi-
nation of a non-commissioned officer by a young soldier
under orders for Morocco, as a protest against the war
in that country, had made it necessary to suspend the
embarkation of the troops. This was the last straw.
As a soldier he found it more than he could stand.
Primo issued a manifesto to all the Captains-General
in the Peninsula, as well as an appeal to the nation.
On the I4th September he left Barcelona and arrived
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